RECORD OF EXECUTIVE DECISION

Tuesday, 16 October 2012

Decision No: (CAB 12/13 8770)

DECISION-MAKER: CABINET

PORTFOLIO AREA: CABINET MEMBER FOR COMMUNITIES

SUBJECT: SOCIAL FUND TRANSITION: LOCAL SUPPORT TO REPLACE
COMMUNITY CARE GRANTS AND CRISIS LOANS FOR LIVING
EXPENSES.

AUTHOR: Sara Crawford

THE DECISION

To note the letter from the Department of Work and Pensions (DWP) about
the abolition of the Social Fund attached at Appendix 1 and that the
Council’s financial settlement will include an un-ringfenced element for
local welfare provision which is not guaranteed after 2014/15.

To consider the work of the Scrutiny Inquiry on Welfare Reforms and
multiagency local assessment on the impact of the Welfare Reforms on
local residents and services in developing a way forward.

To delegate authority to the Director for Environment and Economy,
following consultation with Cabinet Member for Communities and Cabinet
Member for Resources, to develop and implement a sustainable and
holistic way forward that enables vulnerable residents to become more self
reliant in the future.

REASONS FOR THE DECISION

1.

The Government has abolished the discretionary elements of the Social
Fund and in future will be referring people who need emergency financial
assistance to Local Authorities. The Government has decided that it would
not be appropriate to place a new duty on local authorities in respect of
new emergency provision so that there is flexibility to creatively re-design
emergency provision to meet local needs.

The current scheme will no longer be available from April 2013 and
therefore, the Council has to decide on the way forward to help local
people become more self reliant when facing financial crises. As the
funding is not guaranteed after 2014/15, it will be important to develop a
holistic and sustainable way forward, bearing in mind the potential impacts
of Welfare Reforms and reduction in public services. This is better done
following full consideration of local assessments of the cumulative impact
of the Welfare Reforms locally and the planned Scrutiny Inquiry work, to
enable the development of an effective, co-ordinated and sustainable




response and hence the recommendation is to request delegated authority
to the Director for Environment and Economy to develop the way forward.

DETAILS OF ANY ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS

To not undertake work on developing a local response would reduce effectiveness
and capacity in the City to coordinate support to people in crisis and help them to
become more self reliant.

OTHER RELEVANT MATTERS CONCERNING THE DECISION

None.

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

None.

CONFIRMED AS A TRUE RECORD

We certify that the decision this document records was made in accordance with the
Local Authorities (Executive Arrangements) (Access to Information) (England)
Regulations 2000 and is a true and accurate record of that decision.

Date: 16 October 2012 Decision Maker:
The Cabinet
Proper Officer:
Judy Cordell
SCRUTINY

Note: This decision will come in to force at the expiry of 5 working days from the date
of publication subject to any review under the Council’s Scrutiny “Call-In” provisions.

Call-In Period expires on

Date of Call-in (if applicable) (this suspends implementation)




Call-in Procedure completed (if applicable)

Call-in heard by (if applicable)

Results of Call-in (if applicable)




